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Introduction:

Student quote: “ I can form groups with other citizens who share the same 

values or political views as me. We could meet and discuss current  

affairs, hold protests when we disagree with something, or send emails to 

local parliament members.”



MoAD vision: To celebrate the spirit and stories of Australian democracy and 

the power of your voice within it.

Learning vision: Grow the museum as a leading institution providing safe 

opportunities for deep engagement in the ideas and practices of democracy 

and civic participation. We achieve this by providing unique and 

transformative learning experiences that explore what it means to be an 

informed and engaged citizen.

MoAD





What is student voice: is not simply about giving students the opportunity to communicate ideas 

and opinions; it’s about students having the power to influence change. Authentic student voice provides 

opportunities for students to collaborate and make decisions with adults around what and how they learn 

and how their learning is assessed. 

What is student agency: refers to the level of autonomy and power that a student experiences in 

the learning environment. Student voice and agency are intrinsically linked. Agency gives students the 

power to direct and take responsibility for their learning, creating independent and self -regulating learners.

Definitions courtesy of Victorian Department of Education 

Some definitions… 



Having a voice…

Let’s hear what 

students have to 

say …







Special youth programs

• ACT Students 
Constitutional 
Convention

• National Students 
Constitutional 
Convention

• Girls Takeover 
Parliament

• News Media Literacy
Champions 

• What Matters? 
Competition

• Call to Action
competition







Learn from others

http://research.acer.edu.au/connect/vol2019/

iss236/

http://research.acer.edu.au/connect/vol2019/iss236/


Ideas to encourage student voice and 

agency 

Make a film clip about democracy! 



Thank you & Questions?


